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Statement of Rhonda Dedman
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This is a tape recorded statement taken on Tuesday, January 11,

1994, at approximately 12:50 P.M. in the Highland Trailer Park, between

Rhonda Lea Dedman, and Ron Lax, a Private Investigator.

MR.
MS.
MR.
MS.
MR.
MS.
MR.
MS.
MR.

MS.
MR.
MS.
MR.
MS.
MR.
MS.
MR.

LAX:
DEDMAN:
LAX:
DEDMAN:
LAX:
DEDMAN:
LAX:
DEDMAN :
LAX:

. DEDMAN:

« DEDMAN:
. LAX:

DEDMAN ¢

LAX:

DEDMAN :
LAX:
DEDMAN :
LAX:
DEDMAN:
LAX:

Rhonda, will you give your full name, please?
Rhonda Lea Dedman. ' )

And your address?

Route 2, Box 30, Marion, Arkansas 72364.

And your date of birth is [Jl-717 Is that correct?
Yes, sir.

Rhonda, are you aware this is being tape recorded?
Yes, sir. |

Have any threats or promises been made to you to make
this statement?

No, sir.

Have 1 represented myself to you as a Private
Investigator?

Yes, sir.

And that I am working for the attorneys representing
Jessie Misskelley, Jr., and Damien Echols?

Yes, sir.

Okay. Rhonda, did you know Jessie Misskelley, Jr.?
Yes, sir.

How long have you known him?

Around fourteen years.

Would you censider him a friend?

Yes, sir.

Has he ever done anything to you that would cause you any

concern about being around him or having loved ones of
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MS. DEDMAN:
MR. LAX:

MS. DEDMAN:
MR. LAX:
MS. DEDMAN:
MR. LAX:
MS. DEDMAN:
MR. LAX:
MS. DEDMAN:
MR. LAX:.

MS. DEDMAN:
MS. DEDMAN:
MR. LAX:
MS. DEDMAN:
MR. LAX:
MS. DEDMAN:
MR. LAX:
MS. DEDMAN:

MR. LAX:

MS. DEDMAN:

your own around him?

No, sir.

Okay. Are you familiar with a woman by the name of
Vickie Hutcheson?

Yes, sir.

How 1upg have you known her?

Approximately a year and a half.

Were you clese friends with her?

Yes, sir.

How close?

We were best friends at one time.

I understand she was married to your cousin, Tony
Anderson, for two or three years? Is that correct?

Yes, sir.

Are they still married?

Uh, I'm not sure.

A1l right. But they are not living together?

No, sir.

Okay. And Tony Anderson is Tiving either in Mississippi
or Louisiana?

Yes, sir.

Okay. Rhonda, you are familiar with the deaths of three
young boys in West Memphis that happened on May 5, 19937
Are you not?

Yes, sir.

And the inyestigat1un that has been conducted since that
time?

Yes, .sir.

093919 ' &
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MR. LAX:

MS. DEDMAN:
MR. LAX:
MS. DEDMAN:
MR. LAX:
MS. DEDMAN:
MR. LAX:

MS. - DEDMAN:
MR. LAX:

MS. DEDMAN:
MR. LAX:
MS. DEDMAN:

MR. LAX:
MS. DEDMAN:

MR. LAX:

MS. DEDMAN:
MR. LAX:

['m going to ask you some questions about your knowledge
or lack thereof. On May the fifth, when the young boys
were first missing, were you here living in Highland
Trailer Park at the time?

Yes, sir. ‘1 was living here.

And were you physically here at that time?

Na, sir. '

Where were you?

1 was in the hospital at The Med.

Okay. You did not hear about the Tittle boys being

missing until the next day, May the sixth? Is that

right?

Yes, sir.

Okay. But on May the fifth, 1993, you did call your
mother and learned that something else had occurred in
the Highland Trailer Park? Is that right?

Yes, sir.

What did you hear?

Um, I heard that a lady named Connie had slapped
Stephanie's son, Cody.

And who told you this?

Uh, I'm not sure who told me that, but I called my mom's
house and somecne had told me in the mix of confusion.
Okay. And this was around the sameltime that it had
cccurred or right after? Is that correct?

Yes, sir.

And you said that was around 5;00 to 5:30 in the

afternoon?

NnNI920 ' .




w o O~ o ot

10
11

. 12

13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
21
24
25
26
27
28

= W N e

MS.
MR.

MS.
MR.

MR.

MS.

MR.

MS.

MR.

MS.

MS.
MR,

MS'

MR.

MR.

DEDMAN:
LAX:

DEDMAN :
LAX:

. DEDMAN:

LAX:
DEDMAN :

LAX:

DEDMAN:
LAX:

DEDMAN :

. LAX:

DEDMAN:
LAX:

DEDMAN:

LAX:

. DEDMAN:

Yes, sir.

After you hung up the te]ephoné with'yaur mem's house,
did you p1$ce another call? '

Yes, sir.

Who to?

I called Vickie Hutcheson.

And what did you tell her?

I just asked her if she knew anything about it and while
1 was on the phone withlher, Aaron came in and was
telling her what had happenéd.

Okay. So Aaron was present when it had happened, is that
uhat-ydu gathered?

Yes, sir.

I understand that Vickie's son, Aaron, had had a fight or
argument with this Connie woman the day before? Is that
correct?

Yes, sir.

And you were aware of that?

Yes, sir. '

Ckay . Did‘Vickie tell you what she was going to do that
day after you told her about Connie slapping Cody?

She said she was going to go down there to my mom's house
and find out what was going on.

Okay. Let's move to the next day, May the sixth. You
were still in The Med in Memphis. Is that correct?

Yes, sir.

And your mother called you and told you about three boys
being missing?
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MS. DEDMAN:
MR. LAX:
MS. DEDMAN:
MR. LAX:
MS. DEDMAN:
MR. LAX:
MS. DEDMAN:
MR. LAX:
MS. DEDMAN:

MR. LAX:
MS. DEDMAN:

MR. LAX:

MS.. DEDMAN:
MR. LAX:
MS. DEDMAN:
MR. LAX:
MS. DEDMAN:
MR. LAX:
MS. DEDMAN:
MR. LAX:
MS. DEDMAN:
MR. LAX:

Yes, sir.

And you turned on the TV?

Yes, sir.

After you saw it on TV what did you do?

1 called Vickie Hutcheson.

And was Vickie aware that the little boys were missing?
Not at that time.

Well, what did she say?

I first asked her--1 asked her what Michael Moore's last
namelwas and Chris Byers? And, uh, she told me their
last names -and that's the time I told her that they were
missing.

And what did she say she was going to do?

Hell, she was going to go, later on, she said she was
going to go and check Aaron out of school to make sure he

was all right because those were his friends.

Okay. Now, the next day, was Friday, May the seventh,

you were released from the hospital? Is that correct?

Yes, sir.

How did you get home from the hospital?

Vickie.

Vickie Hutcheson?

Yes, sir.

She picked you up?

Yes, sir.

Was she by herself?

Yes, sir. _

After she picked you up, where did ya'll go?
003922
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MS.
MR.

MR.

MS.
MR.
MS.
MR.

MS.

MR.
MS.
MR.

MS.
MR.
MS.
MR.

DEDMAN ¢
LAX:

. DEDMAN*

DEDMAN;

DEDMAN :

. DEDMAN:
.'LAX:
. DEDMAN:

DEDMAN:
LAX:

. DEDMAN:

Uh, we came back out here to the Highland Park.

And then what happened?

Uh, we met with Stephanie and we picked up Aaron and we
went to Weaver School,

And that would be you and Vickie Hutcheson, Stephanie
Dollar and Aaron Hutcheson, Vickie's son? Is that
correct?

Yes, sir.

What did yﬁu go to Weaver School for?

We had to talk to a counselor.

Why?

For Aaron.

Did Vickie tell you that he needed to talk to a counselor?
Yes, sir.

All right-‘ Were you present when Aaron talked to this
counselor? '

Yes, sir.

Was Vickie also there?

Yes, sir,

So, it was four of you. The counselor, Aaron, Vickie and
you?

Yes, sir.

Do you know who this counﬁelor was?

Uh, I'm noet sure what her name wasf

Was she a male--uh, she was female?

Yes.

A white woman?

White. -
0N3923
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MR. LAX:

MS. DEDMAN:

MR. . LAX:

MS. DEDMAN:

MR. LAX:

MS. DEDMAN:

MR. LAX:

MS. DEDMAN:

MR. . LAX:

MS. DEDMAN:

MR. LAX:

MS. DEDMAN:

MR. LAX:

MS. DEDMAN:

MR. LAX:

MS. DEDMAN:

MR. LAX:

MS. DEDMAN:

MR. LAX:

MS. DEDMAN:
MR. LAX:

Age?

Mid-thirties. And she had dark hair and was heavy-set.
Okay. What did Aaron tell her?

He told her that he felt bad because he wasn't with his
friends. That if maybe if he would of been with his
friends he .could of talked them out of going.

And what did the counselor tell her?

She told him that he shouldn't feel bad because he had
went with them before so what made him think this time
they--he wouldn't have been with them.

Okay. So the counselor knew that Aaron had been with his

friends a lot of times before? Is that right?

Yes, sir.
And Aaron said he had been down in this area before?
Yes, sir. “
Did he tell the counselor at that time, that he had ever
seen anything down there?
Uh, I'm not sure, _
1 mean did you hear him say that?
No. |
You were there all the time they were, were you not?
Okay.
Did Aaron tell the counselor that he was present on this
date that the little boys were murdered?
No, sir.
Or that he had had to fight any of the people off?
No, sir.
Or that he‘had been tied up?
003924
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MS.

MS.
MR.

MS.
MR.

MS.
MR.

MS.

MR.

MS.

MR.

MR,

MR.

MR.

DEDMAN:

DEDMAN:

LAX:

DEDMAN =
LAX:

DEDMAN:
LAX:

. DEDMAN:

LAX:

. DEDMAN:

LAX:

- DEDMAN:

LAX:

No, sir.

Did he give her any indicatjon that there was anything to
it other than the fact that he had been with the little
boys p]ayiﬁg in that area in the past?

No, sir.

Okay. Since that time you had been around Vickie on
several occasions, is that correct?

Yes, sir.

Has Vickie ever said anything to you to make you believe
that Aaron was with the boys when they were murdered?
No, sir.

In fact, she has always told you that she was glad Aaren
didn't go with them that day. Is that correct?

Yes, sir.

Okay. Some time after the murders, and 1 assume it
probably wasn't far after the murders, you attended a
church service with Vickie, is that right?

Yes, sir.

Where was that?

It was at fhe Church of Ged of Prophecy in West Memphis.
On Garrisen Street?

Yes, sir.

And what did Vickie do at this time?

Uh, she stood up to testify and, uh, she testified in
front of God and everybody that she was glad that she
didn't Jet her son go that--on May 5th.

Dkay. Now, you were close to Vickie and to Aaron both,

is that correct?
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MS.
MR.

MS.
MR.
MS.
MR.

MS.

MR.
MS.
MR.
MS.
MR.
MS.
MR.

MR.
MS.

. DEDMAN:

DEDMAN:

DEDMAN :

. LAX:

Yes, sir.

And Vickie was 1iving in a trailer here in Highland Park.

Is that right?

‘Yes, sir.

Did she have a roommpate for a while?

Yes, sir.

Who was that?

Christie Anderson.

And is Christie Anderson still Tiving with Vickie?

No, §ir.

Do you knny where Vickie is Tiving now?

She Tives in the Village Apartments in Marion.

Do you know who she 1ives with--whe she is Tiving with?
Uh, she's living with Jim Thompson.

Okay. Do you remember an occasion which occurred in
Vickie's trailer when it was in Highland Park, when Aaron

told you something about his mother thinking him--

thinking that he was stupid.

Yes, sir.

Tell me what Aaron told you.

-Uh, he said that he--that his mother thought that he was

stupid because she was sleeping in the bed with Jim and
he-~she thdught he didn't know what was going in the bed,
but he told me that he knew that they were doing sex.
Was that his words, "doing sex?2"

Yes, sir.

Was it your impression that Vickie and Jim were in the

same bed with Aaron?

003926
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MS. DEDMAN:
MR. LAX:
MS. DEDMAN:

MR. LAX:

MS. DEDMAN:

MR. LAX:
MS. DEDMAN:

MR. LAX:
MS. DEDMAN:
MR. LAX:

MS. DEDMAN:

MR. LAX:

MS. DEDMAN:

MR. LAX:

MS. DEDMAN:

MR, LAX:

Yes, sir.

Why did you have that impression?

Because he ‘said that he seen the-shaduws on the wall

while he was laying there and they thought he was asleep.

Did he also tell you that, uh, something about what

Vickie was wearing?

Yes, sir.

Which was?

Uh, he toid-me he--he ran to the bedroom and he got a

piece of clothing and showed me and he said, "This is

what my mom was wearing when she went to bed but when she

woke up--when we woke up in thé morning it was on the

floor."

Did you ever discuss this conversation with Vickie?

Uh, I don't think so.

Before the time that Jessie was arrested--Jessie

Misskelley, Jr.--did Vickie ever talk to you about the

reward money?

Yes, sir.

What did she say?

At one timeé she told me that they were going to split the

reward money between Aaron and another little boy.

Did you ask her why they were going to give Aaron part of

the money?

Uh, she said it was just information that he had given

her--or given the police--about, uh, the club house that

was down in Robin Hood.

Okay. Did she go into any more detail than that?
003927
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MS.

MR.

MS.

MR.

MS.
MR.

DEDMAN:

_DEDMAN:

LAX:

DEDMAN:
LAX:

DEDMAN:

. DEDMAN:
. LAX:
. DEDMAN:

DEDMAN:

. DEDMAN:
. LAX:

DEDMAN:

. LAX:
. DEDMAN:

DEDMAN:

. DEDMAN:
. LAX:

That's about all she said.

Was there any other time that she mentioned this reward
money?

At another time she told me they were going to give Aaron
all the reward money.

Okay. Do jou know a police office on the Marion Police
Department by the name of Don Bray?

Yes.

Have you ever met with him in the company of Vickie
Butchesen? |

Yes, sir.

Do you remember what day that-was?

Uh, I'm not sure what day it was.

All right. Was it after the murders?

Yes, sir.

Was it before the arrests?

Yes, sir. ,

So, sometime between May the Fifth and June the Third?
Yes, sir..

What was the reason to be in his office?

Uh, we were looking at photographs.

0f what?

Of just different people.

For what purpose?

Just to see if we knew any of them.

Was this in relation to the murders?

Uh, I'm not sure. I guess.

Okay. Did you recognize any of the boys?
CN3928
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MS. DEDMAN:
MR. LAX:
MS. DEDMAN:
MR. LAX:
MS. DEDMAN:
MR. LAX:
MS. DEDMAN:
MR. LAX:
MS. DEDMAN:
MR. LAX:
MS. DEDMAN:
MR. LAX:
MS. DEDMAN:

MR. LAX:

MS. DEDMAN:
MR. LAX:

MS. DEDMAN:
MR. LAX:
MS. DEDMAN:

MR. LAX:
MS. DEDMAN:
MR. LAX:

I recognized one picture. And it was of Shawn Webb.

Okay. You said there was also a 1ist of names.
Yes, sir.

That Don Bray showed the two of you?

Yes, sir.

And that was on a white piece of paper?

Yes, sir,

Do you remember any of the names?

Uh, I'm not sure any--of any specific ones.
Okay. How many names were there?

Oh, fifteen maybe.

Okay. Did Don Bray tell you what that 1ist of names was?

Uh, he said possibly some of them may have been within a

cult but he wasn't really sure.

Is that why he wanted you to Took at them? To see if you

knew any of them?

1 guess so.

Okay. During the time that you were in Don Bray's office

with Vickie, did he say anything that you heard regarding

Vickie going to the library?
Yes, sir.

What did he tell her?

He told her that she could go to the library and check

out some books and read up on the cccult and she could

use her Tibrary--his 1ibrary card.
And did Vickie do that?
Yes, sir. - '

That same day?
003929
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MS.
MR.
MS.
MR.
MS.

MS.
MR.

MS.
MR.
MS,
MR.
MS.

MR.

MS.

MR.

MS.
MR.
MS.

MR.

DEDMAN:
LAX:
DEDMAN:
LAX:
DEDMAN :

. LAX:

DEDMAN:
LAX:

DEDMAN:

LAX:
DEDMAN :
LAX:
DEDMAN:

LAX:

DEDMAN:

LAX:

DEDMAN :
LAX:
DEDMAN

. DEDMAN:

Yes, sir. |

Were you with her when she went to the library?

Yes, sir. .

Do you remember how many books she got?

Uh, it was about five.

Okay. Did she use Don Bray's library card?

Uh, she didn't have his card but she used his name.

A1l right. Was it your impression that it was already
arranged for her to do that when she got to the Tibrary?
It was--that was my impression.

Okay. Did:you ever, look at any of those books yourself?
Yes, sir.

And what where they about?

Uh, they were about the occults and witchcraft and it--I
mean it had specific details on meetings.

And what to Took for and what they would do and that sort
of thing? ‘

Yes, sir.

Okay. After you left the Tibrary that day and you left
Don Bray's office, you said you and Vickie went somewhere
else?

Yes, sir.

Where was thét?

Uh, we went to Lakeshore Trailer Park, and we went behind
Lakeshore énd Just looked around.

Uh, there's supposed to be a bridge or something back

Ithere?

Yes, sir,

003930
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MR. LAX:

MS.

MR.

MS.

MR.
MS.
MR.
MS.

MS.

MS.

&

MS.

MS.

DEDMAN:
LAX:

DEDMAN:
LAX:
DEDMAN:
LAX:
DEDMAN:

DEDMAN :

. LAX:

DEDMAN :

. LAX:

DEDMAN :
LAX:
DEDMAN:

DEDMAN :

]s‘this the same area that vumor has it that there has
been cult meetings?

1 think so.

A1l right. There was another occasion you told me about
when you were at Vickie's trailer and Vickie confided in
you that they, the police, wanted her to get information
on Damien?

Yes, sir.

Do you recall that conversation?

Yes, sir. :

What did they--what did she tell you specifically?

She said they had asked her to get close to Damien to try
to see if he would talk to her and tell her anything.
Did they think Damien was responsible for something?

Uh, they thought that he might have known something.
Okay. Do you know who these police officers were that
were asking her to do this?

No, sir, T1'm not sure.

Do you have any opinion of who it might have been?

Uh, she'd been going to Don Bray's office.

Quite a bit? - |

Yes, sir.

Okay. You were at Vickie's trailer on another occasion
and I assume_it was probably shnrt]y after that, and you
said there were two other people present in addition to
you and Vickie. Uh, a Raymond Alls, Jr. and a Christie

Andersaon.

Yes, sir.

003934 .
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MR.
MS.
MR.
MS.
MR.
MS.

MR.

MS.

MR.

MS.

MR.
MS.

MR.
MS.
MR.

MS.
MR.

MS.

LAX:
DEDMAN:
LAX:
DEDMAN:
LAX:
DEDMAN :

DEDMAN:

DEDMAN:
LAX:

DEDMAN:

LAX:
DEDMAN :
LAX:

DEDMAN <
LAX:

DEDMAN:

And you told me that a police officer arrived that daj?
Yes, sir.

What did he do?

Uh, he wired the trailer.

For what purpose?

I'm really not sure but I believe at_this time Vickie was
trying to get close to Damien.

Okay . But.nuw when you say, wired, was he wiring it for
electricity or was he-- ‘

Oh, for--to--I guess listen in on their conversations, so
they could hear it. _
Okay. After they wired the trailer, did they test this
system to see if it worked?

Yes, sir.

How did they do that?

We, uh, Raymond, Jr. and Christie and myself were in the
trailer and V%ckie and the cop were outside, and, uh, we
were just sitting there talking. We didn't know they
were testing it and they come back--Vickie come back in
the house and told me everything that I had said.

And did you ask her how she knew that?

She said that she had heard it over the system.

Okay. Did Vickie ever share with you any conversations
that she had on this wired system?

Why=--ne sir.

Okay. Do you ever know of Damien Echols being at
Vickie's house?

Yes, sir.
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MR.
MS.

MR.
MS.

MR.

MS.
MR.

MS.

MR.

MS.
MR.

MR.

MR.

LAX:
DEDMAN :

LAX:

DEDMAN:

LAX:

. DEDMAN:
. LAX:

DEDMAN:

« LAX:

DEDMAN:

LAX:

DEDMAN:
LAX:

DEDMAN:
LAX:
DEDMAN:

. DEDMAN:

. LAX:
. DEDMAN:

LAX:

When was that?

Uh, I'm not sure of the date but it was after the murders
and before the arrest.

Okay. What was the circumstances around that?

Uh, she--guess she was trying to get close to him at that
time?

Okay. Were you present when it happened?

No, sir.

A1l right. Did shé tell you that he had been there?

Yes, sir.

Did she tell you what had happened?

Uh, she just said they had--were in the house and they

were talking and watching TV, and--

Did she say Damien Echols had ever told her anything
about the murders?

No, sir.

Okay. Do you know of another occasion when Vickie
attempted to find Damien?

Yes, sir.

Do you know when that was?

I'm not sure of the date.

A1l right. Well, what happened?

Uh, Vickie and Tittle Jessie left in Vickie's truck to go
and find Damien but they never found him.

How do you know they didn't find him?

Uh, because when she come back she said they couldn't
find him.

All rﬁght.. Were you present at Vickie's whenever she

003933
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MS.
MR.

M5.
MR,

MS.
MR.
MS.
MR.

DEDMAN:

. DEDMAN:

DEDMAN:

DEDMAN
LAX:

. DEDMAN:
. LAX:

DEDMAN :

. LAX:

DEDMAN :

- LAX:

DEDMAN :
LAX:

came back?

Yeé, sir. .

All right. Do you know if this was the same day that the
house was wired?

Uh, I think so.

But you're-not positive?

I'm not positive.

Okay. Rhonda again, I'm going to ask you? You said you
were a friend of Jessie Misskelley, Jr.'s, is that
correct?

Yes, sir.

And of his family?

Yeﬁ, sir.

And you think highly of them? "Is that correct?

Yes, sir,

You'd do anything you could to help them? Is that right?

Yes, sir.
Would you lie for them?
No, sir.

Would you Tie=~

PICKING BACK UP ON THE SECOND SIDE

MR.
MS.
MR.

MS.
MR.
MS.

LAX:
DEDMAN :
LAX:

DEDMAN :
LAX:
DEDMAN :

=<I'11 ask you again, have you Tied today?

No, sir.

Has everything you've told me been the truth to the best
of your knowledge?

Yes, sir. -

Okay. And you do understand this has been tape recorded?

Yes, sir.
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And I have not threatened you or promised you or anything

to get you to make this statement?

MS. DEDMAN:
MR. LAX:

No, sir.

That concludes our statement with Rhonda Dedman.

AFFIDAVIT

I, Rhonda Lea Dedman, swear the foregoing statement is true and

correct to the best of my knowledge.

I gave said statement of my own

free will and accord with no threats or promises having been made.

State of_gg _, Counsy of ol groic
Signed before me on this /7“4 day
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