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: o pﬂhc
| ihe neaﬂis uf ‘[hiEE Lh!lﬂi‘ﬁﬁ
BY TIM HA{;KLL’

womanwho provided crucial

testimony in the West Memphis. .

3casemvtsayshert¢shmnny

was a complete fabrication.
Victoria (Vicki) Hutcheson says she
was told what to uybyWﬁ:Mmghs
Pnﬂme])mrhnmtdmmmmdﬂm
if she did not testify as instmcted they

mnldnkshnchﬂdawagﬁumhwanﬂ

imphcate her in the slayings.

She also says the police hid her from

" defense attomneys after she testified in
“the first of the case’s two trials, and that
- she knows of at least one piece of evi-

dmmdm;:dbygohac. it
Hutcheson® saunAamn, who was B

: ymsoldﬂlhqmuﬂhedayhgsanﬂ

& close friend of two of the three litile

. beys who were brutally murdered in1993,

j§ also recanting statements he made
shortly after ths murders. Aaron, now 18,

says police “tricked™ him and led him to"

saytlnngsﬂmtmmtm

~“Wemphis police were used to back up

Emmmamw

e i = 3

their theory that the slayings were related
to the occelt and to tie the teen-agers —
nuw famonsly known as the West
Memphis 3 — to the killings.
Assistant Police Chief Mike Allen
dismisses Hutcheson’s acoount. “It appears
that Vicki Hutchesori is trying to get her
15 minutesof fame " be said. | *
Allen'noted that she'd testified under
oath'in the trial of one of the three —
Jessie Misskelly Jr. —and that the defense
had a chance to cross-examine her. “1
don’t know anything about Vicki
Hutcheson or ber motives for over ll
years later coming out and lying about
the events of 1993, but L can say that the
case gets more bizéme everyday.”
* Hinicheson festified only in Misskelley's
trial. Damien Echols and Jason Baldwin

. weze tried together Iater. Misskelley and

Baldwin are serving life sentences. Echcls
was sentenoed to die. All three are appeal-

, « ing.
Aaron’s interviews with the West

Mara Leveritt, a Times contributor
and anthor of a book, “Devil’s Knot,”

about the case, puts Hutcheson's sig-
nificance this way: -

Hutcheson’s interviews with police
gave them a theoxy to build a case around.
With that theory, and a confession
from the 17-year-old Misskelley, whose

JQ was subnormal, police had what they -
o arrest Damien Echols, 18, and .

ason Baldwin, 16.

The prosecutor. had little else in the
way of solid evidence and Misskelley
soon recanted his confession. Nonetheless,
the confession was leaked to a Memphis®
newspapn:.wh:dipllmmﬂmfrnﬂpage.
and it was maised-by the prosecution in
the trizl of Echols and Baldwin

Dan Stidham, defense attorney for

-Misskelley, said that Hutcheson's testi-
.monty in-Misskelley's trial was critical

in afl three convictions. “Vicki Hutcheson's

- testimony was crocial to the prosecutioni

becanse it was the- only real corrobora-
tion that they had for Misskelley" sm:hm
hmummwm:pohmﬁmhmgh

- she did not testify in the next trial of

ndnscly

Bchols and Baldwin just twoweeks after,
Misskelley’s trial, everyone on the jury
in Jonesboro knew about Misskelley's -
statement and Hutcheson's testimony.
“Hutcheson's recantation ofher trial
testimbay was not all thar shocking to
me in that T have alivays known that she

. 'was lying. The real shocking thing to me

about ber recantation is the level of mis-
Gonduct on the part of the West Memphis
pcﬁm.nobmmlyhmmbwndams“’
Stidham, & district judge in Paragould,
no longer works on the case, but follows

nMay S, 1993, lhtng-ymr-old‘bays

— Michael Moore, Stevie Branch
m&ﬁs&wheﬂiym—wmsavagabr
ymurdered in a wooded area near Interstate
40 in West Memphis. One of the boys

" was sexunally mutilated.

_After amonth passed with no prom-
ising leads, police tumed to three local
tzen-aged boys — Echols, Baldwin and
Misskelley — and charged them with

A WS T A T
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contact. Bit evenmalty Aaron warmed vp-

w:Bmyaaﬂbldhnntwotfﬂwbcysmss-
. mmmwsmhnbqumds.
- 'Thechildren’s bodies were found while

}hnhuunm'ﬂ.hmmwmsﬁllmnmy‘s'

offics.After talking with Aaron slone; Bray

- notified the West Memphis police that tiie:

v ﬂmwmmmmmm
thm &oﬂiﬂﬁMﬁqﬂmDMw
\Ridge that five at the murder
sitting axovind a fire and talled about
Godand that they liked the devil instead.

. But in a recent interview; Aardn said *

behmhnggmwhaﬂnhcmﬂly'
witnessed the murders or whether his
mind was playing tricks on him diring
a traumhatic period, The West Memphis
pnhmdhﬂicmmmthsdmng—

m;andnumﬂmmyammlsh:mldm 3

to the possibility éhat be could have gor-
mnhnmufmﬁmmrm
and neighborhood gossip. (See sidebar.)

Bray met with Vicki and Aaron

Hhntclieson again 2 week Iater He told her

h:mpuiadhkﬂlmgswmsmﬂmw

. linked to the occalt or devil Worshippers.

mmmpm;ﬁmmmaadw

““play detactive.” fo try todetermine if

a buy'mennnned IgyBray-—Dmncu
Eﬂmls—wgmhy -

Hutcheson denies accusations she.

mﬂﬂ'ﬂedamdbhdpﬁspnhm
Bray, who might have known whethera
reward was a factor, suffiered 2 debili-
tating stroke shorily afier the trials.

and prosecuter said the,
three were devil wor-
the three younger boys
&5 part of an ocoult eer=

~ Ty, " g
views, Hutcheson said
-she has been carrying
the burden of pufting
threz initocent boys in
the penitentinry and can
‘nolongerkeep thetruih
bottled up. smm:. West Memphis' animmpaﬁceﬂiqﬂﬁh

. “1lied, instead of Aﬂm.daem‘!belﬂeﬂmkem;
trusting in God,” she
uys."]wasmseﬂma?mmlhm kncw])mmm.dn nslmd-lemcmmu-
md[hﬂwiodanghﬁntmmdllet mmmhm 3
the West Memphis Police Departmmt J&mdldsunnddnwucofﬁmnm :

" scare e to-death™ in Hutcheson's tfailer ane evéning. She

Hutcheson became linked to the case -mp:mdmﬂnmuﬁghkw
on May 6 — the déy after the boys had poliuetlnm:ummmg.

. EVue missing, but before their bodies 'I'h:pé]iccmgedﬂuﬂmmlo
had been found — vhen she and Azron  bring Damien back t her frsiler, and
were at the Marion Police, Depnﬂmm_a& Ohtained her permissitih fhf thern 16 install
on unrefated business. allsmng denmnnd:rherbed, with

Marion police officer Donald Bray nnmimphnummdmmmm
triéd to shrike up a conversation with Aaron, hw::gmmalca. z
who at fitst wouldn’t talk or-make eye “They put the recorder underthe bed)” *

shemys "Itwasafnncyon:wxﬂlm» -
uﬂmﬂsiﬁ@eaﬂlhatmwcmldbcgm.;

wlam the other was filled” |

wasinue.ﬂedh’i:wumingaﬁﬂi:;:ﬁ;nd y

that she check ont books on witcheraft
from the library to lsavcmpmmnm
placs in the. trailer, (She didn’t have a
library card, so one of the detectives
lent her kiis.) -

¥ Hulcl:montn.mcdﬂwmardﬁnn
when Damien showed upa few days
later. Hutcheson says he just laughed

whcushcmdsh:miedmbemca,

witch.

She told him shu had heard that he
liked to suck blood. Damien said he
enconraged such stories as a “mecha-

nism” to keep people from prying-into -

“What's amechanism?" she asked. She
says Damien replied, *Tt means leave me
the fock alone*

mesmianyﬂ-mgmmn-
nmgﬁmngﬂnmmmu,ﬂlﬂmn

szpohmmmmmﬂ:em

" momming, and asked her the following day

to come fo the police station to listen to
portions of them.

* “They would play parts of the-tape’
and thén stopit and ask me a question like,
* “Well what did he mean by that?” ”

She said Ridge changed the tapes
chief detective, asked the guestions.

. “The quality of the tape was excel-

lent.” says Hutcheson. “You conld hear -

Jessie, you-could hear me, yop could
hear my roommate Chiristy. You could
« Continued on page 15

‘- The aﬁil_lulinn. ofa it story.

~

icki Hutchesan .|

in Northwest Arkansas, caring for their

“began backtrack-
ing from her tes-
timony within
m:lbs.nfhurlhchﬁls nnn--
dnsmn. & i s
Ewmmmdﬂmﬂ
w:rnnu. ]
Hnﬂ:lnunmﬁ:hr.m
conflicting stafement five -
inonths afier the trials, when
she stiH fnccd:poss:blr.
sharges &F perjiry. ’
At thit tfime, she told an
attorney and & private inves-
tigator thet, while she &It
she’d gond to an esbat;” or
witches® meeting, she had |
‘bmdm:kﬂmmghtand
could not recall whether
Damien Echols and Jessie:
Missheligyhmﬂgmwnh HUTCHESON: Sa}sskcr@mfurmk l:omcuau
her. of the West Memphis 3. - :
By the Jate | 1990s, real- .. & :

. izing that the statute of limitations on per- daughterwbohasc:mbmlpalsy

* jury might have expired, Histcheson answered But she also has continuing problems
aninlerviewersquestiononaweb sitecon-  With the law, She yras jailedin September
cemed with the case, wmS.ong, _in Benton County and her piobation

‘When asked abont “ber story” to | revoked after a contempt of cout cita-
police, Hutcheson replied: “Well, I'm tion. She was issued a ticket for a mis-
really concemed abont legal issues right demegnor charge of theft by receiving
mnow with it. But basically, T ssid what and ticketed by the West Fork police for
the West Memphis police wanted me driving without a license. Hutcheson
to say.'And that-was that [ went to the behmsshusbemghamsmﬂforqu
meeting. The eshat mesting. Itwasall ingup abont the West Memphis case:

. their stories™ Coincidence or not, she was arrested 43

She added, “ just wantto tell Jessie  hours after the West Memphis police
"and Jason and Damien that P'm sorry™" l@amaclﬂnsmdewmhﬂngmapm:&_

‘When asked for this article why any-

* one shonld belisve her now, Hutcheson unwhﬁe. mem;mmm
replied: “If they knew me now, they’d convicted parily on Huicheson's tes-
lcnnwlhatﬂodmsumq:mmmmym'e, ‘timony, continue td press their appeals.
there 35 ne way Icould lie again. Or steal, Jessie Misskelley and Jason Baldwin
Or do a lot of the things I used 1o do. both have claimed ineffective assistance

“For the first time since this all of counsel and liave sought the retesting
wentdm[hmmafeehngnfcm nmedmmRemhmmﬂm
fore. L feel better. What I did was wrong, mgmetpectnﬂﬂnsﬁ!l.

i and[hamlhﬂlemcﬁdm&ndlﬂ:mk Lawyers for Damien Echols are also
that, if Thad to do it over dgain, I _ awaiting resulls of those tests.-At the
would let them send me o prison, ke mmmmmp:apaﬂng
they were saying. B!::tbad:ﬂlm.lwas - an appeal for Behols in Tederal court,
too scared” since the Arkansas Supreme Court has

Today, mmmﬂlﬁlﬂ:ﬂs m.}edlhat_he'hmﬂhmmdmoﬂofhis

state appeals. oS

ARKANSAS TIMES « OCTOBER 7, 2004 13 !
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nightrnares formost of the-11 yeas

hopes this will help hin gerbis Jife on track.

‘What, exactly, Hutcheson told palice
officers in his first interviews willneverbe |

known. The whole affzic began as aresnlt
of a coincidence.

“Vacki Hutcheson was scheduled to report
1o the'Marion police station’ tn the aftez-

: noon-of May 6, the-day after the munders,

(Butcheson had mken alie detector test
mmxummmm
wmi;adhnﬁcmﬂslnmg:l'betwpmm
ble for an overcharge on a credit-card.
She wasreporting to the police department
to Jeam the outcome of the mvestigation.
She was cleared, but also fired )

Hutchéson biought Aaron with ber to
the police station. When a police officer

leamed that two of the missing boys were *

Asroi's best friends, he began to ask Asron

According to the bificer, Donald Bray,
who talked to Aaron when his mother was-

" m'tpresent, Aaron told him things about

"ol

hadbeen there would know, This incloded
% OCTOBERT, 2004 » ARKANSAS. TIMES

, ds were ici;lpd in West

Isﬂlisw:umﬁﬂbdny; Il)ﬂml_ﬂu‘.
-Aaron can no longer be sure he actually
- “Theres no doubt that after several intei-

E mwshemldpohcelhﬂhsdﬂ,hnaﬂn'

daily sessions with therapists, nightly bad

, dreams and the passage of 11 years, he says

he simply no longer kiows whether be was
at the scene or whether; in his shock at the
brotal slayings of his best friends; be only
ﬂhaugx‘n'hehaﬂhsg.mlhem

'I'hmemmurmmm
Aaron's versions of what happened, leav-
ing no.doubt that be imagined or made up
at leas: part of the story.

But was be at the morder soene? -

Hmimmdm;rﬂdlumqn
knew.the boys had been hog-tied, and
that only someone at the scene could
haye known that. Yet, in his first tape-
recorded interviesy with police, on Angust
25, there was the following exchange.

any

of his friends have told him what
Aston: Uh-uh (no). - L
Ridge: Nobody has toid you?
* Asron: Up-un {no) nobody even knows
that ... that I know what really happened.
.. What I think happened.
Ridge: Do yon know what really hap-
pened?

Amlhwmluﬁt.
Aaron: Ilhnlclheywmtduwnlhﬁ:,
they uh, the man the men seen' them, and
that white tank top man, that had on the
white tank top, he told the rést of the-men

to hold them or something and probably

did it.

Ridge did not seem to pick uvp-on the
fact that Aaron was no Jonger sure he had
actzlly seen the mofders. Aaron says he

knows what-happened — "what I think
. = o

He says he “thinks™ the boys "“‘went
down there™ and were discovered, and that

ﬂmmmﬂnwﬁtﬁetmkmp“polmb]y“_

killed them.
vamﬂlymgmmmhm

for his knowledge of the case that the polics

choose to overlook — news media.
Ridge asks Aaron what be thinks should

be done to the murderess when they are

. -Aszron: I told my mom that the police
should do what they did to Michael,

Ridge: Oh

Ason: "Canse 1. they shouldn’treally
even doit to kids that age.

Ridge: Oh, what did yon hear got
done to the boys?

Asron: They got rap ---ihwgumped
and they got beaten to death, and they got

“Ridge:Oh - . .
AmSwﬁlr.thg-‘mdmm&m
put bricks on them so they wounldn’t
Bmﬂ'fme The bays' bodies were held

R!ﬂg:Wholn!ﬂymmt?
AmNnbod}Llpﬂ,Ihwﬂﬁatfmm
thnews.

. Ridge: Ob. -

+ Agroh: And vm, Diane .. Dunc,

KMid:aﬂl’smnm.md&ash:mhsﬁm

and it had ¥mife stabs on it.
- Ridge: Ch.
Asron: On him. .
Ridge: Okay, yoi said that they were
‘hog-fied, now: how ,.. how do you think

. bog-edis?

. Aﬂnmllmyput&mfmmgﬂ]:ﬂ-md

" their arms together Jlike that, *cause T

and hogs and if yo tie 2 hog you get two
dollars.] ;.. [always knoiw how todo that. * *
nﬂsegd:ange.hmgnmﬁnly'mkmh g

thathe, like memy others in the areg, **

* had heard amors that spread like wildfire
5 a]mum:nease. he mads a revealing mmis-

mmumnmmm

tion of how the boys were hog-tied. .

&m&hmmmdﬂdm
oudulmwmﬂdmah:ﬂhthmn:l that
mmbmihnmho{cﬂod.ﬂ:amd

. mmmwwmm

mﬁﬂ:ﬂ[amsmgtﬂ:ﬂ‘ ;

Itm!ﬂsmﬂn‘:ﬂumi:hwaym-- :
ﬂlthmmumﬂnyuad.upwﬂdmm
& lasting impression on anyone. In fact,
.each boy was bound with his back bowed,
leﬂmistmmhﬁmﬂe.mdnghm
mngmuuc. ;

officials have ackriowledged that Byérs,
a former drag informant, énee was.con-
sidéred a suspect. He was never charged.
Asrron contends Mark Byers hated kids:

Aaron is sure he told the police in the
first interviews about Mark Byers. His
mother alsorecalls that, biut adds thers were
50 many interviews that she can’t remem-
bers one interview i particular

She says Detective.Gary Gitchell had
Bray-sign an *affidavit of silence” pledg-
ing themselvesnever to mention that Aaron

" had Hamed Mark Byers.

. “Ileamedlater on there is no suth thing
a8 an’affidavit of silence,” says Hutcheson,
'huwswbmmmmm
we-signed” .

Atﬁuma]oﬂhmnﬁ:hakmd}m
Baldwin, Echols' attomey, Val Price of

004584
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t that Aaron had
oneof the killess,
‘eb. 18, 1994, that
ted Byers,

nidnot haveiden-

i tbeingone ofthe

4

sskeTley hadbeen
Hiced if Missefley
the slayings.
t shortly after the
television before
:g:batthruboys
*"s picture and
sof his ungg, fell
ie- did not do that”
Ihdmcan.ludy
+ had to adminis-
& knows the hell

mmmnﬂm-

1hefore, and that
fied them was to

pterviewing bim. ©

otcheson says she
péshowed Aaron.
yoin but when the
n to leave I saw
1 a posjer board

fa'was in the mid-
was much arger
gse Aaron den-

mwmﬁ:m
Tbedanmm&iledms&.hmﬂm

questions that conld bave verified whether

he had actaally witnessed the elayings.

In his interview on June 8, Asron told

police he was in a tree and badly injured
his back when he fell. “Iconld hardly welk
or getup” hesaid.

In the vemsion he gave police the next

", day, the killers hurt Aaron with a rock. The

detectives neither asked Aaron about this
discrepancy, nor asked him to show thern
lh:spotsnuhubacl:othgwlierehehad
beex; injured.

Nor did they check his wrists.lo see if
Ilmtmm]hwﬂﬂmﬂfﬂmlﬂpnshm
smdﬂmti!]nsl:mﬂmuchmlup.

The polics, then, chose 1o believe an 8-
year-0ld boy's sfory that he watched five
men kill and mutilate three other B-year-
olds; that the kilters knew Aaron saw the

‘killings, wherenpon they grabbed him and

tied him up, but he was then able tg untie

himself and ‘outron five adult killers.

Wit each police infexview Asron's story

In aversion Aafon gave police after the

Misskelley trial had started, he said he him-
sﬂfhﬁbmhcdbmmbody

ofhis fiiend, Chostopher.
Inan interview with Mara [ everitt, which

*she repéxted in her 2003 book "Devil's Knot)”

Cireait Jedge John Foglernan, who was the

‘ prosecutor in Misskelley’s trial, admitied

+ Chris Byers' mother and step-fether; Melissa and Mark Byers, at a 1993 court hearing. Mark Was initiallya - | -

: _ 1
concerned” S 3 i
.Asaresult, Fogleman did nof subpoena

¥ Aamnfmtesﬁmm

. Arths time d‘mﬁlﬁngs,.&m was
ﬁsamthalmedﬁmﬁwpeupﬁheﬂw

ﬁasnblﬂd:ml‘hchwmumh"

Hacl:mmﬂnyﬁ]uwulhinamrm
nolmdmmhmmﬁlamh\n_:wwh
- i '- z - 4

_ments, despite the fact that, af aroend 8pan:~ | -
on the night the boys disappéared, a black

man had entered 2 Bojangles Restanrant

amﬂeﬁumwhatwouldbkctbcdiw—'

eed to be the crime scene. -
Awnmhngtnt.‘umtmml’-sm—

.agﬂl.lhammmsmmﬂimhlondmd

mud, and his trousers were soaked with
water up to his knees. He entared the
mm’smwtapbmyednm
sidegable time.

The manager called the West Memphis .

police, but the officer who responded
took a perfunctory report from the drive-
through window and never entered the
restanrant. 2

Though employees at Bojangles cleanéd .

up the mess later that night, West Memphis
police did find blood samples when they
finslly investigated a few days Jater. That
evidence, however, was lost by the West
Memphis Police Department.

* Now.a young man with intense, dark
brovwn eyes, Aaron Hutcheson says today

004985

.‘Wﬂaﬁmimeﬂ'. td

Wﬁnﬁmﬂeﬂmh&m'
'nﬁngn@gummﬂ:ehmp
Bul, according toths West Memphis
police, the tape was of such péor qual-
mmwmno:unaﬂa.laﬁel:.-thcpoimb
- said-thieyJost the tape.
'[hdaywmdmf&llmmhé‘d

-._-]lmdtoﬂnmnd:twa:muﬂﬁ-

gible.*T also asked several other individ-
uals about what I remembesed about the
lapeandthe’yrememha:edth:sm.
Lﬂ:mg—thatlhﬁamlmdhnmcphy.

3 mgmﬂnuha&grpmﬂandymom]ﬂn’t
i _hearwhﬂmsmd." .

Humm&atmmuayshcm.
mhnmmmhm
that photos of Echols, Misikelley and

| Baldwin had been put above Gitchell's

desk'and were being nsed'as a dart board.
. Tonid tiat was beoluiely nncalled for

Umshahacipmona: YiiowiEidge that

: Ecb‘éig,mdﬂﬁﬂwm were
.mvafv&dwlﬂlﬂnoouﬂl.
Ladmgsplﬂ:\ridmuﬂuﬂsmd
mmmﬁwﬁm
‘dedided to prsu the “occult” angle. For
ﬂﬂ.ﬁ:eymededmshmﬁufm
e herd b woe,
EWMsmmmv
: wnshardwmmafuwﬂdm psstitig
* she séid she’d been taken to by amiies; .
mmmﬁ@mmﬂm
“Bwywuﬁuﬁf‘menmm“nm
alis <~ ¢
. }mmﬂeﬁmﬁmghjmﬁ
be fun o coopesate with the police and
_“play detective” Within a fetv weeks
though, shié had becore enmeshed in 2
web she'd never imagined.
; [-ﬂlldr:sm‘sﬁnnxywasamum
_ of astatemerit shé made to Detective Ridge
on May mhmmﬁm
“appesrs to tell {he police without prompt-
ing that she attended an “esbat” (a witches®
meeting) and that Damien Echols toolkcher
Hutcheson says this May 28 statement
. followéd a number of eedtier iiterviews,
of which there are no records. In those ear-

Her interviews, she says, police told her

ADD 3442



IS RD,, SUITE D3
(CORNER OF KAHIS AND BOVIMAN)
~501.221.6773

’ Hutnhesunwasmlzlihlnmm]ntz

. -pressure at that point in her life. She had
.beenasuspect in anothercrime, *T was jost

... Ididn"t know what to do” she remem-
bers. - - :

In 1992, Hutcheson-and her second
hnsband moved from Fayetteville, whers
sl&*.‘dwu:kndasal&gﬂmq o West
Memph:s.‘[hej'mmvedmm acnmfort—
ablE three-beiiroom bome.

But then, she says, he husband walked
out on the family, and Hutcheson and
hm’twuﬁmhxdhmnvcmtuahuuse
trailer.

Shcdtsc:iheshersnmmnlhlsmy
*My hosband had just left me. Pmin a

" town T'don’t know. Thave no money, 4

fruck about ready to break down and a
job on the line. I've got a.child that’s
ADD.Tm pay1ng$90furlﬁsmcdm.
tiong.

“There were times that I got down on.

utcheson said the “witches” meeting”

was dreamed up by Jerry Driver, 4
county juvenile officer, at a meeting
detectivésheld at Bray's slonge facil-
lty inMaron. °

- (Hoicheson says thiat such miestings

were part of a pattemn. Rather than at palice

they interviewed her either

at a cofumercial storage facility owned -

by.Bmy,a-utth:ltm:lm County Drug
l.mdqn.mm)

Driver consifensd himself an expert on
the occult, and had been watching Echols,
whom he considered suspicious, for years.
Gitchell and Bray wese also at the meet-
inig, Hutcheson says.

* *Well, we were sifting there and he
[Drivéf;l goes, 'Okay, what really

s e v

nnacne

o (s S e bt S egp
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needs doing here is, I giess that maybe
\ﬁchnngnﬁlomﬂfﬂmmlneehngx
I!:eylmh'\-—mresbar. w2

“Im not
wanfedme 1o 8 B“th!ﬂmmwhm
ueﬂ;&mmg:ms sb-ﬁedeﬁncdn
ok meds "

ﬁ‘m@h&nnmﬂmtwhmdmhm . -

B xdndmjmsmﬂ:hcr,‘f’:h:y
W it the tepe-dif, and tell g, No,

that's not how nlm;pm:l’,‘i’c:ma.‘fou ’

wm:mwnhmmﬂh,mgbeﬂm
.She saiys she believed their threat to
lmphmtnhumﬂ:ammdmafsﬁpd:d
not agree to lic on the stand. ..
"Gldleﬂmdbme.'!}mtymmdu:
stand you could be the Hink.between
the t#o? On the onk-tiEnd, you koew
Michael and Christophér. Atid on the
mhmd,?ﬂ"ﬂmmhﬁc.and?au'\e
hadtlmm-mtoj.‘mhouse.
mﬂmm,matmyhm
fé«'tﬁcpohce,hntmﬁungmm
EhﬂmngDamim
wh?hr. agreéd to comply, -
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Tanitdty 1994, Butchesor say she was*
still so nervous she did not know if she
would be ablé to pull itoff either, thovigh
she'd been prescribed Valium. *

On the day she was to testify, she says,
she was kept in Lhejndgsscllamben
while the trial proceeded.

“Gitchell and Ridge came bick from
ﬁmc!nhmand.ﬁmywwdnsk, ‘Are

you sure yon're going to be okay, doyou

uecd to take some more medication?” "

At ang péisit she told them she did,
-~ W ithe détectives went to the spec-
2 xza in the'courtroom and solicited
Va. . tablet from the mother-of onk
of the victims.

- We wereall'pvmth:smthmg,
mhwWeallwentleasmrkanm
vlental Health Clinic”

Hun‘.hlshnaddnddmtﬂrmiDms
mcuﬂh:plmtmgnmmys.“wwld
:ome back to check on me and say
mmbu-yw‘mgamgtosaydusor
mlf’ .

Sh:a]soclalmsthutamsﬂm:hmf
me_n,!lma'ﬂ‘&stMamphlgdﬂecuvc.
old her, officials would arrange for
iex to leave town after the first trial,
mﬁey&ldnmwmhurotm
~vailable to defense attoreys in the sec-
md trial.

“ihnywldmlwwldhmelugom
phsamiuedafmsemmysmﬂd-
'tindm#—andlwasall"r‘nﬂhat!"

She says she was given directions to’

mﬁlmeq:huwhmdumdAm_ '

Inyuldu.ringlhuwmduul .
]bdgyﬁﬂmmys,'imhaﬂany :
nowhdgenf'\’ich[-lmchﬂonbung

Iaced in amotel™ H:ahqsnyshem :
aw!uﬂt}nwrntthc.pohwdﬁpm :
:mt&umglhemgmun.]iewau'

Wmilnnﬁoe:ml\!nﬁonmdhad“vuy
#ie™ to do with the case”
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« Bbe beliched todiy 7 And what movedher -
- 10 come forth now,- lﬂyms&uthe&r.
“nls"metea::mmswhyl-lmchm

might be better off by remaining silent.
Since the 1593 mumders, Hutcheson has

hemmprhonﬁm:tin&,'forusingdmgs =

and writing hot checks. Sheis still on parole.
It is umlikely her coming forward now

Iment commpniriés thit have so much con- -

trol over her life.
, Hhtcheson says she is speaking ontndw

rbmof:hcmﬂsnysltmaﬂm o

prisom. 'Tlmmuimepnmpﬂmmmy
life,” she says. “And 1 learned, in order
.iorGud!oﬂnlgNene,Ihnd[ncharmy
conscience™

IuAp:il.Hmehesmwnsﬁlhngwn]:

'humymmsamy Mima Cazort,
" about'a Social Secirity issne, Cazort was
" guestioning Hutcheson about heg health

when Huicheson broke down and said she
bad been carrying around a Secret that she
thought had tzken 2 toll on her heslh.

Hm:hemnmldc‘azmth:-wymd_

smdshcw::ltcdlodnwhar.sh:mnld
mﬁablhmmomlboysﬁmpum
Cazort asked Hutcheson if she wanted

" to go public with her story, and shereplied |

that she did.

“iutyDuvﬂ:p]muiﬁusehws .And

I guess Timplicated Jessis, becanse Y &id
Thmow Jessie and Jessie knows Damien ...

Y “Igrs!'m:hewhpfereasmlamm'
_lockndup.Andﬂmmahsmmm_ g

—[mlaﬂymwhamdushmc.
"Amldm’swh;l‘mdnmg this now. |

hawmclnrmymmmlpmfw ]

mbtl:ﬁ:rGud.Anﬂlm t live like this

mﬂ:tlnsonmysbmldus. M i

I know wimlﬁdwasmg, and 1

shouidhave stood upto the policeand done. | |

what was rightno mﬂuwht.

Thqlndmsosmmd.mﬂlmwtﬂ ;

a'-.MW-"Wﬂhll- i
"Aiiﬂwhn‘wasl?‘lhzymgmngm
pntmenglmmﬂnmﬂﬂluofll.
“Twas scored. T mean L was scared 1o
. deith? - ° &
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