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AEKANSAS

MAY 7, 1993

PRESS RELEASE

ACCORDING TO DR. FRANK J. PERETTI, AUTOPSIES MWERE PERFORMED ON
CHRISTOPHER BYERS, STEVE BRANCH, AND MICHAEL MOORE. AUTOPSIES SHOWED
THAT ALL THREE CHILDREN DIED OF MULTIPLE INJURIES.
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ARKANSAS STATE CRIME LABORATORY

OFFICE OF THE MEDICAL EXAMINER
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MAY-26-1553 18:47 FROM T MEMPFHIS POLICE DERT TO 912278713

CITY OF WE(%T MEMDPHIS

POLICE DEPARTMENT
100 Court Street - Weat Momphis, Arkansas 72301 - (501) 735-1210

Kermite Channel
Arkansas Crime Lab
Little Rook, Arkangas T22186

May 28, 1993

Dear Kermite,

I have a list of questions whieh is vital to our
investigation. T understand Dr. Peretti will be out of the
affice for possibly another week and we astill have many
quoations ‘1eft unanswered.

(1)
(2)

(3)

(4)

Time of death?
Cause of Death?

Dr. Perretti stated he would send me his repcrt over a

week agao I still have yet to see iti.

Pictures of clothing of the boys and the other set
of clothing found away from the crime scene.

We took some pictures, however, we did not disturb
clothing so not to lose any -possible forensic evidence
whioh the lab oould posaibly find.

Which clothing belonged to which boy?

If the lab can lay cut' the clothing and take photos we
could get parents te ID the clothing.

We feel this is lmportent due to two sets ¢f clothing
were turned ingide cut and one sget taken of in 2 more
propor manner. ’

Can it be determined from the clothing if the boys
wore wearind their clothee when they were initially
taken,

Ie there any tears or bklood or punctures feound in
clothing ef the boya?

(8} Were the kide sodomized? If so what are tha findinga?

Any tears, bruising, eot.
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MAY-26-1993 1@:47 FROM  ~T MEMPHIS POLICE DEPT  TO 912979713 P.O3

(8l
(7

(8)

(€0

(102

(11)
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(13>
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(15)

(18)

Q{E%%%R@

uP!
""L‘

CITY OF WEST MEMPHIS

POLICE DEPARTMENT
100 Court Stract - West Mumphis, Arksnaas 72801 « (501) 7381210

Any blood found on-clothing of the kids? Whooo blood?

Can you provide a wound diagram and explain injuries the
bove recaived?

¥as the stick we sent used az a weapon on the children?
The mtiok appsared to have besen oarved on or pesgibly
done by animal can the lab address this.

One boy had bruieing whioh appeared td be where atruck
with sonething possibly the stick on his leg.

Dr. Perretti mentionsd finding urinme in tho atomach of
two bovs and requested from us water samples.

¥What has been determined in regarde fto the urine?
Can the urine, if that is what it is, be used to
eliminate any suspscts or develop any.

Were the boys foreed to perform orel sex on offender(s)?
Please explain findings.

Lisa-Trace, hes been very helpful could I get a .
description of fibers found. color and what areas should
woroc look for similar fibers.

Which boys have similar fibers on them and description

of them. Lise hos given mec some information on this.

Any residue found under nmils of boys?

Is fhera anything which would indicate a black male
involvement?

Reference to injuries of kids. Defensive wounds, how
severe? Were the kids dragged.

Can you tell us which kKid was killed first?
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MAY-26~1953 1@:48 FROM T MEMPHIS POLICE DEFT TO ) 812279713

POLICE DEPARTMENT
100 Court Street - West Memphis, Arkaness 72301 - (501) 725.1210

Anything you cap think to give us would be greatly
appreciated, We need information from the Crime Lab
desperately. Today is the third week the boys were
missed by parents. Tomorrow 05/27/83, will be the
actual third week. We feel like we have not gotten
sufficient information from the Crime Lab. We rezlize
¥ou have otheér cases coming in and must go to court on
other matters, however, this case has received National
recognition and without the Crime Labs information our
hands are tied. .

The efferts of everyone at the Crime Lab is greatly
appreciated. The efficers investigating this matter and
myself nsed this information. We feel as though we are
walking blind folded through this case at thisg moment .

Plense answer the above guestions as soon as possible
and fax it to my attention. 501-732-7538. Thanks

Gary ¥W. Gitchell, Inspector
West Hemph{gzggiéigfnepartment

7(
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ARKANSAS STATE CRIME LABORATORY

' OFFICE OF THE MEDICAL EXAMINER
SUPPLEMENTAL REPORT/COMMUNICATION
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December 2, 1963
STATE CRIME LAB

Mr. Jim Clark RECE|VED

Arkansas State Crime Leb

P.0. Box 5274 DFC - 6 1993
Little Rock, AR 72215

DIRECTOR'S OFFICE

Dear Jim:

Enjoyed talking with you the other day. Here is a
summation of what I'd 1ixe to accomplish during my visit
¢o the crime lab later this month.

1.) The nickel tour {preferably the $1.50 tour)
to get an overview of interfacing between the
various divisiens.
Tt's here that I'd like to chronicle the journey
of a mythical pisce of physical evidence and a
victims' body as they come under scrutiny by the
varicus technologists.

2.) Observe some of the procedures conducted Dby crime
1ab staff to gain a greater insight into their
craft.
This would include: serclogy. hair, fingerprint.
footprint, and fiberprint comparison.

3.) view an a2utopsy performed by Dr. Frank Feretti.

4,) Interview Dr. peretti about forensic pathology.

5.) Interview you about the 'mission' of the crime lab.
6.) Interview Lisa 'K.' about her work.

T am chronicling the West memphis triple child murders
in a book. I anticipate publication well after the trials
of the defendants.

T will not ask any "case gpecific" guestions of anyone
involved in the znalysis or interpretation of the physical
avidence at the crime lab, however I would like to "put a
face" on some of the individuals involved in the laboratoxry
investigation. "The facts® of the technical analysis of the
evidence in this case can of course be gleaned by reading
the transcripts of the trials.

_ although eriminal cases are fought in the courtroom

they can be won Or 108t based on the collection, submission,
analysis., interpretation and natuzre of the physical

evidence. It's here that 1 hope you can help me illustrate
the importance of the task at hand at the Arkansas State

005117



Crime Lab, and the immense weight that is placed on the
shoulders of "laboratory detectives" in a profession that
demands precision in a field where guantum leaps in
technology seem toc be never ending.

We've discussed several "ground rules" that I will
observe during my visit. Again, no "case specific”
questions (or leading guestions?) of any staffer; no camera
(35 mm) in the autopsy: no name of the victim undergoing a
post-mortem examination (and for that matter no personally
identifying characteristcs of wJohn Dce" or "Mary Doe”).

T would like to document several "case related"
observances that I will leave to your discretion, they
include: time, and date of the victims' arrival at the
crime lab; detailed descciption of "iatake” (as in are the
bodies wheeled in on a stretcher or carried in? Is that
procedure performed regularly by a certain individual or is
it the job of the "transporters?"; are the bodies taken out
of bags and placed in cooler?, if so are they assigned a
certain tag number, what number? ({some of this might be
covered by you or Doctor paeretti in the general overview of
autopsy procedures) ); wheres you were when you became
informed of the killings; what immediate actions if any you
took in the initial minutes or hours after you were
informed, ("I put down the phone and called 'so and so'. "I
called my wife and said I would be late tonight.," etc.)):
the "top priority" status given the case (I rzmenmber
Governor Tucker issuing a statement along those lines,
without damaging the integrity of the investigation I'd like
for you to recapsule "The Crime Labs" initial offering of
all available resources)

I will bring a cassette recorder with me. It will be
used to supplement some notes. I don't plan to run arocund
sticking the recorder in anyone's face. I'd like to make
this as unobtrusive as possible. For the most part I'll be
the one talking into the recorder so it can retain scme of
the observances that my cranium can not.

, Tt would be helpful if you, Lisa and Dr. Peretti could
provide me with resumes and brief perscnal biography sketch:
married, children, hobbies or passions outside of work.

on paper it all sounds 1ike a tall order, however I
don't anticipate the actual interviews going longer than 10
to 15 minutes. Much of the insight I'll gzin will come thru
observation and occasional guestions on a particular
process, instrument or mode of analysis. This visit will
augment the information available in criminology textbocks,
and allow me to maintain the air of authenticity and

attention to detail I'm striving for in this project.

Again Jim, thanks for your cooperation in advance. (a
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fey cold ones on me

will be the highlight of my trip)

By

the way, I'll call in a week or two to re-confirm dates,
hopefully you can provide me with the name of a hotel
i{s fairly close to the crime lab.

Sincerely,

Paul Morrison

5341 Timberdale Ave.
Memphis, TN 38135
Hm. (801) 38B-7442
wk. (901) 726-0411

005419
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OFFICE OF THE PROSECUTING ATTORNEY

SECOND JUDICIAL CIRCUIT
STATE OF ARKANSAS

BRENT DAVIS
PROBECUTING ATTORNEY

JLPUTY PROBECUTING ATTORMEYS FRED P. THORNE
JAMES C. HALE, JA. REPLY TO:
JOHMN N. FOGLEMAN 206 NORTH Btk
REPLY TO: P.Q. BOX 2838
108 DOVER ROAD WEST MEMFHIS, AR T2302
P.O. BOYX 1688 (son)Tas-T7o7
WEST MEMPHIS, AR 72303

(501) TIS-2571 December 17, 1993

Frank Peretti, M. D.

Medical Examiner

gtate Crime Laboratory

P. O, Box 5274

Little Rock, Arkansas 72215

Dear Dr. Peretti:

Re: State of Arkansas vs,. Misskelley, Echols
and Baldwin; Crittenden County Circuit
Nos. CR-93-516, 517, 518

~

-

I am returning herewith the pictures in this case. 1 have

marked the ones I would like to have enlarged.

1f you have any gquestions concerning this matter, please
feel free to contact me.

Thank yvou for your assistance and cooperation in this
matter.

Very truly yours,

Lt 7].
@dﬁn N. FO ;;7?

Deputy Prosec ng Attorney
Crittenden County, Arkansas

JNF/ jmp
Enclosures
Certified Mail, Return Receipt Requested HEEEEF{?EBD
UEC 2 0 1993
o Fl
MEDICAL EXAMINER SECTION

005120



ARKANSAS STATE CRIME LABORATORY

OFFICE OF THE MEDICAL EXAMINER
SUPPLEMENTAL REPORT/COMMUNICATION

Caller/Callee @ ed 1. n(f&b Date and Time:_/2.23- 73 T 9%
Telephone Number____733- T5=F MEA
Relationship to Case_ ji/Joaf ﬁuam:plf;.m Name S {J._zjum:/:?é; /A’&L}d
Incoming call_~__ Returned call Initiated call Meeting
INFORMATION:
b cee. —

'/LQ"Q" 2 e Lo wano cpom
Wants Yo o if Gou o e Ava

"/2{,& ool ASAP - ARE

Gl -

FOLLOW UP NWEEDED

005121

#3 Naniral Resources Drive. P.O, Box 5274, Littie Rock, Arkensas 72215



ARKANSAS STATE CRIME LABORATORY

OFFICE OF THE MEDICAL EXAMINER
SUPPLEMENTAL REPORT/COMMUNICATION

Caller/Callee @ g3 l‘?;n’:{af/ Date and Time: /2. 23- 93 T4

Telephone Number T32. 7528 MEA

Relationship to Case f;lzm_zm,&ia_- Name S 4/ fhf""’":”""‘[‘-"” ""Ji‘?}d')
Incoming call__~ _ Returned call Initiated call Meeting

INFORMATION:

‘/LQ-{?— J:Zflx“(‘ﬁ(’[}qa.{,i, e (I A Lyt b /.:w,:a_z‘ —
Wanis Ao Ao of G 4p b dwadalil -

i ool ASAP - R8

FOLLOW UP NEEDED

005122

#9 Natural Resources Drive. P-O. Bex 5274, Little Rock, Arkansas 72215

ADD 3576



N,

ARKANSAS STATE CRIME LABORATORY

OFFICE OF THE MEDICAL EXAMINER
SUPPLEMENTAL REPORT/COMMUNICATION

Caller/Callee Q cd. KA dal_i/ Date and Time: /.32 23- 73 9 4
Telephone Number T35 T5R8 MEA
. - o ]
Relationship to Case_jJedf Momiplics = Wame_ S [/ Joompilen soiteg)
Incoming call_~__ Returned call Initiated call Meeting L,
JINFORMATION:
\ . ’ - /é ‘. C”’t él -{2&-’ —
/LQ- & LH {{Jﬁyt (& ﬂ‘u W e ¢ o
lintrifalily -

tanly e P Sy // ey AP fae

(. cald 40P - 8

FOLLOW UP NEEDED

005123

#3 Nalural Resources Drive. F.O Box 5274, Little Rock, Arkansas 72215



ARKANSAS STATE CRIME LASORATORY

{"-
THE MEDICAL EXAMI I\ :
OFFICE OF NER (/ [ Q?J}
SUPPLEMENTAL REPORT/COMMUNICATION 7

Caller/Callee IO > t,CH.‘l 4 BA - ?39’\ S
Telephone Number i‘;‘ﬂ‘)L fr = JTL' L\L MEA %?}(_}-—qu
Relationship to Case r-‘Jw’L l:‘:fsff' - u} Name :

Incoming call Returned call Initiated call Meeting

FOLLONW UP NEEDED

0035124

#3 Natural Resources Drive, P 0. Box 5274, Little Rock, Arkansas 72215

——— -

ADD 3578



ARKANSAS STATE CRIME LABORATORY
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SUPPLEMENTAL REPORT/COMMUNICATION
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ARKANSAS STATE CRIME LABORATORY

January 5, 1994

Mr. John Fogelman
Prosecuting Attorney
P.0. Box 1666

West Memphis, AR 72301

Re: Case Nos. 93-0571 93-05717 93-0518
ME #329-93 ME #330-93 ME #331-93
Michael Mocore Steve Branch Christopher Byers

Dear Mr. Fogelman:
As requested we are enclosing the invoice for 73 photographs.
73 5" x 7" @$6.00 each Total $438.00
Please make check payable to the Arkansas State Crime Laboratory.
Thank you,
“407

Peggy Bowles
Secretary
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OFFICE OF THE MEDICAL EXAMINER
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ARKANSAS STATE CRIME LABORATORY

ARKANSAS 2

OFFICE QF THE MEDICAL EXAMINER
TELEPHONE/CONVERSATION SHEET i
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ARKANSAS STATE CRIME LABORATORY

e ——y
ARICANSAS ;{

STATE
- CRIME .
_ ~  LAB
Mike Huckabee James T. Clark
Governar Sxecutive Director
April 29, 1998

Mr. Dapiel Stidham
Defense Attorney

203 N. 2nd Street

P.0. Box B56

Paragould, Arkansas 72457

Re: MEA: 329-93, Michael Moore
MEA: 330-93, Steve Edward Branch
MEA:. 331-923, Christopher Byers

Dear Mr. Stidham:

As requested, we are enclosing an invoica Ffor 274 photas for the ahove
deceased, MEA 329-93, Michael Moors, MEA 330-93, Steve Edward 3ranch, and
MEA 331-93, Christopher Byers.

$678.00

]

113 5 %7 MEA 329 Photographs @ 36.00 per arint
86 5 X 7 MEA 330 Photographs € 36.00 per print = £516.00
75 B X7 MEA 331 Photographs @ $6.00 per print = $450.00
Total §1,644.00
This office must have full payment befora we can process this raqguest.

Please make check payable to the Arkansas State Crime Laboratory at your
eariiest convenienca.

Sinceraly,

FA Zuagl

B. J. Traylor
Madical Examiner's OfFice

#3 Natural Resources Orive - PO. 3ox 8500 - Little Sock, Arkansas 72215

Fax 507-227-0713 Fax 501-221-16853
Phone 501-227-5747 Phone 501-227-5938
Laboratory Services Medicai xaminar

005141



LAW OFFICES

DANIEL T. STIDHAM S TIDI—IAM LAW F 1

Anarneyat Law

Amy Ward
Office Manager

Resi Shelton
Searatary

Karzn Nobles
Paralegal

'HqL e
'y ‘]’ -
203 NORTH SECOND ST, .0, Bax 856 ' ’"C-*"-‘"-

PARAGOULD, ARKANSS Pé PR¥Ly M1k 0g

TELEFHONE (870) 236-7600
FAX [870) 235-760]
eniall: siff@erwaet, com

May 4, 1998

B.J. Traylor

Arkansas State Crime Laboratory
#3 Natural Resources Drive

P.O. Box 8500

Little Rock, AR 72215

RE: MEA: 329-93, Michael Moore
MEA: 330-93, Steve Edward Branch
MEA: 331-93, Christopher Byers
Dear Ms, Traylor:

Please find enclosed check number 3417 in the amount of $1644.00, said sum
representing payment for the above mentioned photos.

Thank you for your cooperation in this matter and I remain

/(crh(uly yours,
/ )

/ STIDHAM LAW FIRM, P.A.
] oy

- DameIT Stidham
Attomey at Law

DTS/aw
Enclosure

005142
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LAW OFFICES

R STIDHAM LAW FIRM, P.A.

Attarasy ot Law

Amv Ward
¢Jfica Manager

Resi Shelton
Swcrerary

Karen Nobies
Paralegal

203 NORTH SECOND ST., P.O. BOX 856
PARAGOULD, ARKANSAS 72451

TELEFHONE (§70) 235:7600
FAY (870 2367601
email I sif@cswaeLcom

June B, 1998

Arkansas State Crime Laboratory
Artn: B.J. Traylor

P O.Box 8500

Little Rock, AR 72215

RE: 32993 MICHAEL MOORE
330-93 STEVE EDWARD BRANCH
331-93 CHRISTOPHER BYERS

Dear Ms, Traylor:

Please find enclosed the criginal copy which I have signed regarding the above-
styled matter. If you should have any questions or concems, do not hesitate to

contact me.

Thank you for your cooperation in this matter.
Very truly yours,
STIDHAM LAW FIRM, P.A.

" Daniel T. Stidham
Attorney at Law

DTS/rs
Enclosure

005144
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DATE OF STATEMENT: July 13, 1998
Examination of ME 330-93 Steve Edward Branch
Crittenden Co.
Date of Examination: May 29, 1998
Service Fee: $125.00
Total: $125.00

) ran
//3-¢%%g;.23’

Kevin M. Dugan, D.D.S.
Forensic Consulting Denist

William Q. Sturner, M
Chief Medical Examine

Jim Clark
Executive Director
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