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. Forensic Analytical Sciences, Inc.

22 October 2007

Dennis Riordan

Riordan & Horgan

523 Octavia Street

San Francisco, CA 94102

RE: Arkansas v. Bchols, et al.
(FSD case 20070413)

Dear Mr. Riordan,

At your request, please permit this letter to serve as a summary of my preliminary
findings regarding the above case. Although I have received a number of materials from
Yyou for review, the content of this lettér is predicated upon the following items:

1. The autopsy reports of James Moore (ME-329-93), Steve Branch (ME-
330-93) and Christopher -Byers (ME-331-93) authored by Dr. Frank
- Peretti; - .
2. A CD containing over 1500 photographs (including multiple duplicates) of
the scene of recovery of the bodies, autopsies and evidence;
3. Transcripts of two testimonies of Dr. Peretti (Bates 1779-1921 (indicated
by you to have been from the Echols-Baldwin trial); no Bates stamp on the
other (although indicated by you to have been from the Misskelley trial));
and

4. The transcript of testimony of Dr. Ricbar& Jennings (Bates 3137-3169).

While you are amply aware of the circumstances surrounding the death of the three
children, my understanding is as follows. The three eight-year old boys (Moore, Branch
and Byers) were last seen alive in the late afternoon of May 5, 1993. They were

ankles with shoélac_es. Their clothing was rec_:overed in the creek.
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Again to briefly recap the findings of the autopsy reports, all of the boys had evidence of
blunt force injuries (e.g. lacerations, abrasions,ant_l contusions) with the fatal blunt force

The remainder of this letter will address my opinions about the causation of a number of
mjuries, presented in no particular order:

1 Each child has evidence of abrasions and contusions about the ears as well ag

been studied (dm J Forensic Med Pathol 17(4): 289-298, 1996): Venous
congestion was also a common finding in this study. Accordingly, there is no
objective evidence of anal penetration in these cases.

3. The items potentially responsible for producing the scalp contusions, abrasions
and lacerations are legion and the appearance of the cutaneous injuries doesn’t
particularly help narrow the field. However, the curvilinear skull fractures
identified during Moore’s autopsy are suggestive of an object With a similar
curvilinear profile. The skull fractures in Branch and Byers autopsies are not as
illustrative, :

4 The “bell shaped” injury on the left side of the forchead of Branch was stated to -

“have been “typical of a belt injury™ (transcript Echols-Baldwin trial, Bates stamp
1836)." I think this injury is more complex than that, ‘The injury crosses the left

brow ridge and is therefore on more than one plane with relative sparing of the

. most prominent region, the Supraorbital rim. Belt buckles are rigid objects and I
would expect an impact with a buckle would produce an injury above OR below
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autopsy. Although I cannot determine which photograph wag designated exhibit
73C, I cannot find an injury in all of the submitted photographs from this autopsy
that demonstrate a purported injury of this nature on Byers® inner thighs.

The injuries on Byers® buttocks, specifically the “cuts,” hotogtaphically appear
to represent abrasions rather than shax_'p forcg_ injuries. I think these injuries are

also most Compatible with dragging. I the discussion of the perianal injuries

convincing evidence of hemonthage into the tissyes, An iricision in this area (and

subsequent photographic documentation) would haye helped clarify this issue,

inch.” Hemonthage is noted to be associated with some but not all of these
injuries. These injuries also do not have the cleanly mcnmd edges that are typical
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some object. Again, photographs of this area do not clearly demonstrate the
presence of hemorrhage and it is not clear why this was not described as a
contusion initially. An incision (and subsequent photographic documentation)
would have helped clarify this issue,

10.  Curiously, Dr. Peretti states in his testimony (Echols-Baldwin trial, Bates stamp
1845) that there are postmortem injuries, however this is not further pursued
either in direct or cross eXamination, _

In summary, while I agree with the cause of death in these cases, I hold different opinions
about the timing and causation of a number of the njuries. I have not completed my
1eview of the. submitted materials and I reserve the right to modify my opinions/findings,
Please feel free to contact me should you wish to discuss the content of this letter,

Terri L. Haddix, MD
Forensic Pathologist
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