o o

AFFIDAVIT OF ANGELA GAIL GRINNELL

State of Missouri )
) ss.
County of Phelps )

Before the undersigned Nota:y Public, duly qualified and acting in and for said
county and state, appeared Angela; Gail Grinnell, to me well known to be the affiant
herein, who stated the following under oath:

“l. I, Angela Gail Grinniell, DOB- 1957, am currently a resident of the

State of Missouri.
2. I am the mother of Jason Baldwin, who was convicted of the killings of
Chris Byers, Steve B'iranch, and Michael Moore, in a trial that took place in

Jonesboro, Arkansas, My son was prosecuted by the State of Arkansas.

The prosecutors wcrdi: John Fogelman and Brent Davis.

3. At the time of the MIjings of the three young boys in West Memphis in May
of 1993, I was living in a trailer home in the Lakeshore Trailer Park in
Marion Arkansas, My sons, including Jason, were living with me at the
time, . |

4. I was married to Te@ Grinnell at that time. He and I had had some

personal difficulties bfefore the killings took place, and we had been living:
apart in May of 1993.5But Terry would céme by the trailer in Lakeshore
from time to time whifle Wwe were separated.

5. After Terry and I had éeparated, and around the time of the killings, a friend
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of mine named Derinls Dent was living in the traller with my sons and me.
Everybody used to call him Dink.

In May of 1993 my ‘son Jason was attending Marion High School. I was
working for a truckmg company called Customized Transportatlon It was

located in Memphls At times, I worked there between the hours of 2 to 10

p.m.. At other tlmesil worked from 3 pmto 11 pm. I was working 3 to 11

pm at the time of ﬂlti: killings of the three boys. By the time I drove honic, it
would be around 11530 p.m.

I did my best to make sure that my sons had rules to live by, and I tried to
make sure that they followed those rules, even when I was working. I
wanted Jason to be ait home by.a certain time during school nights. I would
call home from my w:?'ork placé several times a day and talk to the boys..

Our home was next tib the lake in the middle of the trailer park. Irecall it
being about 3 or 4 cit;y blocks from the paved road that ran past the entrance
to the Lakeshore Trailcr Park. The trailer homes were not organized in city
blocks, but it was abOut a 10 minute walk from the trailer out to the little
store near the entrance where we used to purchase things. There were
trailers on each side ojf the road that we lived on, and there were usﬁally
people out and about at all hours of the day or night, though it was quieter
at night than during the day. Even though I had a car to go to and from
work, my sons did not drive the car. Unless | gave him aride, Jason usually

walked places he wanted to go. It was a long walk to West Memphis from

000741,

ADDO00740



10.

11,

12.

our home.

I called home every% day from work to find out when my boys got home
from school. 1 woulé:l usually call home several times every day that I was at
work to check in on%the boys.

Jason was going to %cho‘oi regularly until he was arrested. He had to be in
school by 8 a.m. evéty day. He and Matt used to ride the same school bus
together. I do not relgnembcr his missing school, particularly during the time
those young boys were killed in West Memphis in May of 1993. Tﬁough _
Jason was a teenagerg at the time, he was a good boy, and a good son, and I
could count on him to be at home when I told him to be. Also, most of the
time after Jason turned 14 or 15, Jason would babysit the younger boys.
Jason would always éet breakfast for ny other children iﬂ the morning, and .
he would get_his two?younger brothers off to school each morning because I
was usually resting a;that time. I counted on him to do that, and he did. I
wéuld look in on my gboys to make sure they were in bed and asleep when I
got home between ll and midnight.

When I got home froxin work, I would usually make myself something to
eat. It would take me ;Several hours to relax from being at work. Some
nights I would watch :lhe television for a couple of hours being going to
sleep. At other times I would relax on the couch. I would always stay at
home during the work§ week when I got home.

I know that I checked ion my sons, including Jason, on the night of May 5,
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1993 after 1 returneéi_ ﬁome from work, which I know was the night that the
three young boys w&%;nt missing. 1 know that the boys were found dead on
May 6, 1993. 1 kIIO\?JV that Jason was in school both of those days.

I was shocked whené my son was arrested. I couldn’t believe it because I
had not seen any sigins or evidence that would have led me to believe that
he had anything to do with the killings of those three boys. Jason was
always a pretty quxet boy. He was interested in the pets and wddhfe we had
around the area, He Was not the kind of boy who liked to fight or do harm
to living things. He i never acted like somebody who had been involved in
the killings of three téioys. I know my son. He is not the kind of person who
could have been invélved in the killing of another person and simply shaken
it off, not told anyon;a, and gone to school the next day, acting and looking
perfectly normal. |

After my son was anéested, I remember that I met with a Detective of the
West Memphis Polic@e Department. I wanted to show the police that my son
was innocent, [ remeimber calling the police and talking to Detective
Gitchell right afier Jaéson -was arrested to tell him that Jason had nothing to

do with the killings. Detective Gitchell told me that if I could show that

- Jason was in school that would help show that he was not involved in the »

crime. I showed him school records that I had gone to the high school i in
Marion to get I had met with the Marion High School principal with my

husband Terry Grmnell and T had been’ given my son’s school records.
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Those records show;ed that he was in school both on May 5 and on May 6,
1993. I explained t(é) the Detective that I knew my son was innocent. I
believe he tape-recoérded that interview, and I believe it is clear that I
provided him infomé)ation about my son.

The West Memphis detectives told me that if my son would talk to the
police and explain v{rhere he was, that would help him.

My son always deniéd that he had any involvement with the killings. ‘Aﬁer
a while, his lawyers ftold my family and me not to talk to Jason about the
case. But Jason wméld tell me that he didn’t have anything to do with ﬂlc
killings. - |

The prosecutors and Ethc police-also asked me about my behavior from tinie
to time. I had a very difficult time after my son was arrested. I have had
some hardships and émotional breakdowns in my life. I was devastated
when my son was anéested. I remember the police asked me why I had been
angry at my former hiusband Teqy, and had accused him of turning Jason in
to the police. They séemed to be more interested in those sorts of things
than in other mfonnatlon about where Jason really was at the time of the
klllmgs I tried to explam that I didn’t know why I behaved as I did
sometimes. It was so; upsetting and difficult for me then, and it is still hard
to cope with the fact 1511at my son Jason has been in prison for years,

I remémber that at the time my son was arrested, I tried to help his lawyers

by locating people tha;t he had been with on May 5 and May 6, 1993. I
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leamed that he had i)een playing a video game at a local Walmart store, or
at some other locatig:)n near Walmart, and that he niight have been seen by a
friend of his there." I had also found out that he had an arrangement to go

cut his uncle HubertiBartoush’s grass after school on May 5, the day before

~ the three dead boys were found. [ also explamed that he had to get up early

to catch the school hus so that he could be at Marlon Hrgh School by 8 am.
I'was open with the lawyers who represented my son, Paul Ford and Robin
Wadley. 1 answercd:therr questions. I did my best to help them. I know
that they thought I was upset and very ’emotiéna] about my son’s situatioﬁ.
But I told them the tﬁ]th, and I also told the police and the prosecutors the
truth. |

If T had been called as a witness at Jason’s trial, I would have given truthful
testimony about what%i knew about his schedule during the week of May 5
and 6, 1993. 1 would%have provided truthful information abqut my efforts
to find out where my éson was on those two days, and would have provided
the Court any Aand all i;nformation, including his schoo] records, names of
friends that he was in %contact with at the time, and the like, so that they

could have been calle(:i as witnesses to confirm that my son was engaged in

' normal activities on those two days, and could not have been in Robin Hood

Woods.

I know that I was in th!: habit of checking on my sons when I returned home

from work, and I would have known and been concerned if Jason had not
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been at home on a échool night. That did not happen, he was always at
home. He had to be at home so he could catch the school bus early the next
morning. '

Also, in early May, l 993, at the time the three boys were killed,_I slept in
the living room of o%ur home on the couch. Iwould have known if my son
had come and gone :during the -night or early morning, especially because 1
didn’t go to sleep ﬁéht away afier fetuming home from work. I was usually
up for several hours before T dozed off on the couch.. Our windows still
had plastic covermgs on them. You could only get into, and out of, our
home through the door. I did not sleep very well, and I used to stay awake
for hours. My son Jz;ison did not sneak in and out of the trailer, and I could
count on his s]eeping through the night until the early morning hours when
he would get ready to; g0 to school.

As a mother who has done her best to take care of her sons, I would have
told the jury, if askcd; if T had seen any sign that my son had been involved
in an act of violence, %or akilling. 1knew the condition of my son’s
clothing. He knew to care for his clothing because we had to watch our
spending carefully. I never saw any signs (around the time of the killings)
that he had come honge with bloody clothing.

Jason was aware that I did not like violence of any kind,' and I did not even
like having' weapons around my house. Though we had é pier near our

trailer that the boys used for fishing, I did not want either of my boys to -
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have knives, guns, or other things like that in our home.
Jason was not brouéht up to be interested in violence or fighting, and never
engaged in either oqge. |
It has been pointed cj)ut to me that in a transcript of an interview I had with
the Detective on Jun%e 4, 1993, I was asked when I thought Jason got home
on May 5, l9§3, theéday the fhree young boys went missing. 1 told the
Detective that I th(-m;ght it was around 7:30 p.m. My husband explained that
T used to call home from my job in Memphis to check in with my boys, and
that was the truth. If I'had been called to testify about these habits with my
boys, I would have d:one S0.
The Detective told me during the interview of June 4, 1993 that if Jason had
told the police where he was that day and what time he got to what places,
and if the mfonnatlon checked out, my son would be a free person. The
police wanted me to get my son to talk to them. I did not feel it was in -
Jason’s best interests, to talk to them because as I explained to the Detective,
ten ond T yes

the police had been sprcadmg rumors about myssen, and had been saying

b.Ca
Loomris c,ssouo,l‘h < e

things in the commumty that were not true, and I was afrald that my son

JV"'

would end up havmg;his words turned against him.

Iam convinced that 1f my son had testified in court, he would have told the
truth, I believe that he would have been truthful about where he was and
what he did on May 5 and May 6, 1993 I believe that between what he had

to say, and what recotds I'was able to get from his school, with the
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testimony of ﬁiendsi of his that he had seen on May 5, and information
about where he had ébcen and what he was doing on that day, it would have
been clear that he cq:uld not have becn_ involved in these killings.

I do not know why hls lawyers chose not to present any eviden;:e in his

defense that came fr;om his family members, friends, or school personnel

- who could have verified that he was in school both those days. I know that

I'was able to do that,é and that I went to the police with that information,

My son knew Jessie i‘\disskelley; as did I, at the time of my son’s arrest in
this case. But my soél did not socialize with Jessie Misskelley at that time,
for several different r;easons, including the fact that I did not like my boys to
be around him after J;essie became a teenager. I viewed him as a rowdy
young man who used_; to drink alcohol, 1 did not approve of drinking, and I
did not believe that my son Jason, or his two brothers, should be around
Jessie,

If called to testify in <;ourt, I would provide truthful and accurate testimony

about all the subjects that I have covered here.”

Further the affiant sayeth naéght.

: ' L
IN WITNESS WHEREOF, L hereunto set my hand this /3™ day of

Yﬂgﬂ , 2008,

ke Nef foptf

ANGELA GAIL GRINNELL
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. - Subscribed and sworn to before me this Z day of , 2008.
G
@ M \\\“‘“‘“" lw
No Public lw"ss;q"';,
f ’ § z
: ) E %. m BEM. 5 * =
My commission expires: E ;O hu.\a Ko, 201 2, %’a_"-. s ..-%gg
i S
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