AFFIDAVIT OF ANN TATE

State of Arkansas )
SS.
 County of Radolgh

Before the undersigned Notary Public, duly qualified and acting in and for said

county and state, appeared Ann Téte, to me well known to be the affiant herein, who

stated the following under oath: . :

“l.

2.

I, Ann Tate, am a re%ident of Jonesboro, Arkansas. I was born in 1952,
I'was working in thé Jonesboro Juvenile Detention Unit when Jason
Baldwin first amved I worked there full-time for about two years. I
usually worked a 12-hour shift between 7 p.m. and 7 a.m.

My usual routine whfen Tarrived on the Unit was to look at the Unit log.

That log would inforin me what had happened during the day shift. I would

then check all of the é:ells. I'would do a count of the detainees. I would
then make entries evéry 15 minutes in the log book while I was on the Unit
and on duty, |

The purpose of the Ulélit log was to account for where everybody_was, and
what they were doingi It provided staff information to help manage the
Unit. I would also hand out snacks to the detainees. If a new detainee
arrived while I was in; the Unit, I was oﬁen the person who would book the

person in.

When detainees were in’ought into us, they were given standard clothing: an
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10.

11.

orange top and pantés and blue flip-flops. Any street clothes or personal
items were put into Zabag and stored.

Part of the routine vérhen new arrivals came was for us to keep them in their
cells for a period of llme This allowed us, as staff members, to check out
their attitude and behavnor

When Jason Baldwu;x first arrived on the Unit., he. was put into the cell

closest to where the staff member who monitored activities in the Unit was

seated. We wanted to keep an especially close eye on him at first, because

he was the subject of a well-known case. Also, we were not sure how he
would behave, or how other detainees would behave towards him.

Joyce Cureton was my supervisor on the Unit at that time. She was the

person who had made the decision about how we would be managing Jason

Baldwin while we got to know him, and saw how he fit in with others.
When Jason first came onto the Unit you ¢ould tell that he was fearful.
After a while, he adjusted to the routine, Because of his friendly
personality, he fit in Well with the others, and I do not remember his having
any trouble with any of the other inmates.

Based on m& interactions with Jason and my observations of him, I can
state that he was well ;ﬁannercd and well behaved. He was never a
disciplinary problem for the staff, and he acted politely and with respcct '
towards other detamces |

Jason Baldwin and some of the other detainees were white. There were a
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15.
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number of black detiainces as well. Jason got along well with everyone
regardless of race, I do not remember hearing, at any time, that Jason had
any kind of inéidcntz with another detainee, or was reported to have been
threatened in a serioius way by anyone.

I also remember a détaince named Michael Carson being placed on the
Unit. Carson had bl;:)ndish l;air. He wasn’t big for his age. He was sort of
thick or chunky. My recollectiox; is that he had been to the 'Juvenfle Unit
more than once befo%‘e Jason Baldwin got there.

Prior to my reviewin?g and signing this affidavit, T was shown copies of
some of the Detentiosn Unit’s records by private investigator Tom Quinn.
Mr. Quinn identiﬁcdéhimself as a private investigator working for Jason

Baldwin’s lawyers,

- One of the documcntfs I reviewed was a Unit log for September IA,'1993.

The log shows Micha;el Carson being put in a cell with énother detai.nee
named Jason Duncan.? I remember Jason Duncan as being another one of
the white inmates wh&é) Wwas present on the Unit while Jason Baldwin was
there. Sue Weaver, otfle of my colleagues at the time, made the notes that
were shown to me by Mr Quinn for the date September 1,1993. 1
recognizé her writing.é

The next page of the log shown to me that follows the entry about Carson
being put in a cell with Duncan identifies me as having been on the Unit.

That would have probébly been the beginning of my shift. According to the
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Unit log, Carsouané‘ived on the Unit on September 1, 1993 at 1:1A0 am.
Mr. Quinn also askéd me to review the Unit log for September 4, 1993, I
recognized my handfwri'ting,‘and my initials by the log entrees. There was
an entry on that evenmg at 8:15 p.m. that reads “Jason B., Daniel &
chhael/cards othcrs still talking. Jason D. hstcmng.”

I remember exactly :wherc Carson and Baldwin were siuing at the time of
the o_bservations. in t:he notes. I was sitting in the pod at the time. Their
table was in front of me. The tables in the recreation room used by the boys
each had four seats ihat were attached to the table. Baldwin was sitting in a
seat to my right, and Carson was sitting in a seat to Baldwin’s nght and
directly facing me. Jason Duncan was at the table but not playing cards,
and that is why I not@ed that he was listening. The other person at the table
would have been Dazniel Biddle, another inmate. Biddle was evéntua]ly
involved in an esmp;.

The log entrees that I made were typical of the sorts of entries that staff on
the Unit would makcf;. Part of what we were concerned about was to

monitor the associatfons between detainces on the Unit; which detainees

“seemed to get along,éand how they behaved when they were together. This

was a sound way of inémaging the detainees. The maintenance of the log
allowed us to pass m:formatxon from one shift to the other so that we had

information with whnch to manage our groups of detainees.

" At the time that Jasop Baldwin was on the Unit, the count would vary, but
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was usually no more than 12 or 13 persons. We were able to get a fairly
good reading on the personalities of each of the detainees, at least insofar as
they behaved on the: Unit, and in their communications with us.

Mr. Quinn also reviéwed with me an interview report prepared by a law

enforcement ofﬁcergnamcd C.A. Beall who apparently interviewed Michael

— Carson on February fl, 1994, In that interview, Carson explained that

Léonard, Xavier, and a little black kid would come up and ‘mess’ with
Jason Baidwin, and tjhat Carson then basically stood up for Jason.

I remember Leonarcf Haskins and Xavier Redus, who wcre. the young men
referred to. Both of ?those young men were black. There were, as [
mentioned before, other black inmates on the Unit. I do not remember any
problems between Leonard, Xavier, and Jason Baldwin, or between Jason
and any other black ifnmatcs for that matter.

According to additior;al entries that Mr. Quinn reviewed with me, it
appeared to me that according to the Unit log on September 7, 1993
Michael Carson was ?released to his mother and father to go to CYS, a youth
facility, and that September 7, 1993 was Carson’s last day on the Unit at
least for that specific penod of time.

I remember being shocked when I heard that Michael Carson was testlfymg
for the prosecution i in: the case against Jason Baldwin. Based on the
observations that I'had made of Carson while I had seen him on the Unit not -

only in September of 1993, but on other occasions as well, he was a kid
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who liked to call attention to himself. He did things to try to show off.
Jason Baldwin was 2 different personality. He was quiet, and did not call
attention to himselfby showing off, or by trying to make himself the center

of attention. My viej:w of Jason was that he was reserved and respectful, and

that he would warm up to people if he felt comfortable with them. Based

on the several mont}ins I was around Jason Baldwin, I would have found it
highly unusual for hlm to have made any statements to Michael Carson
about the charges aéainst him, or to have confessed criminal activity to
Carson. In a period of 6 or 7 days, Jason would not have had a lot of time
to get to know Cmsén. I do not recall Cérﬁon as being one of Jason’s
friends. |

I never heard of Jasc?n admitting to anyone, in any way, that he was
involved in the hlliégs for which he was charged. As faras| know, Jason .
Baldwin always denied his involverﬁent in the killings, and it was not my
experience with himithat he would talk about his case, or would make
reference to the kxllmgs of the three boys in West Memphis, Arkansas.
While I was clearly an authority figure as far as Jason Baldwin was
concerned, the fact ti_;lat I never heard of Jason discussing his case around
other peopl_e is sigliﬁcmt because the Juvenile Detention Unit staff ,
members would get i%nfdrmation from detainees who often talked about one
another. Staff memb;rs were careful to listen to things that were said by

one detainee about aéother, even if it séemed as though what was said was
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rumor, Infonnation; about what the boys were talking about helped us

manage them,

Based on my experi_fence with Michael Carson I would have been surprised

ifhe had not made it a point to tell other detainees that he had heard

something signiﬁcaﬁt about Jason Baldwin’s case from Jason. WhileI do
not know whether l\/f]ichael Carson was truthful in his testimony against
Jason Baldwin, I ﬁn?d it ﬁgﬂy unusual, given my knowledge of the daily
life in the Detentiongnit, that no one other than Michael Carson ever
claimed that Jason Baldwin admitted having been involved in the killings in
West Memphis. Carison was on the Unit one week of the months that Jason
Baldwin was housedé there. |

None of the detainee_és that I obser_ved Jason talking to on a regular basis
ever reported that Jason had said anything about having participated or been
involved in the killin_:gs. Based on my observations of him, and the reports
about him that ] recetved from other staff members and detainees, I find it
highly unlikely that Ja;lsori would have spoken with Michael Carson about
anything that he dcen;led private, or persc;nal.

At no time did any lav;v enforcement officer, prosecution lawyér, or defense
lawyer ever talk to mé about Michael Carson or Jason Baldwin, or any part
of this case, No inves:tigator other than Mr. Quinn has ever talked to me
about the matter.

I would have been wiffling‘ to talk to the defense or the prosecution about
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either Michael Ca:s?on or Jason Baldwin or both,

Based on my obser\_éations of him, and on the way he had conducted himself
on the Unit, I would have been willing to testify on Jason Baldwm s behalf
at any penalty hearmg on the subject of Jason Baldwin’s good behavxor
good attitude towar(!s staff, and general ability to get along with people in a
custodial setting. !

Included in the info:%mation I would have provided was that based on my
months of observatif:m of him, Jason was a quiet and a shy person. He was
not talkative, He was simply not the kind of person who would have spent
any time talking to ag stranger, especially one who was asking him about his

case.
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. 33.  Ifcalled to testify m court, I would provide truthful and accurate testimony
( - about all the subjec;ts that I have covered here.”

Further the affiant saycﬂ1 tiaught.

IN WITNESS WHEREOF; I hereunto set my hand this_ QbW day of

ANNTATE

Subscribed and sworn to béfore me this |G YA_ day of m_a% , 2008.

thZ:é ébli_c d
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